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Analysis

Written language

« It wasdetermined that students’ scoreswere more positive
than those of faculty or outside reviewer’sscores(students
average:3; faculty average:1.84,outside reader: 1.79).

» Therewere no significant differencesbetween
undergraduate and graduate students’ performance.

« Therewere no specificareasmore
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Conclusionfrom Baseline

Overall

Faculty needto agreeon useof zeroasan option for scoring
(this wasnot standardized in advance)

Studentspaid little regard to the rubric, although they were
given the rubric and told that wasthe basisfor scoring.

Studentsneedamore thorough understanding of the meaning
of the criteria stated on the rubric.

Becausethis wasa baseline,we intentionally did not give them
direction regarding how to bestaddressthe elementsof the
rubric. Suchbasicinstruction would be beneficial.

Conclusionérom Baseline

continued

5. Composingadquestion that can be usedacrossstudents with
suchdiversecontent knowledgeis difficult.

6. It took eachreaderan averageof 15minutes per paperto read
and score.

7. Facultyfelt ...e
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FoIIowup Fall2011

November, 2011AIl MA and AuD students giventhe samequestion as
Spring 2011.(n=70 students)

» This provided are assessmenbf studentswho werein their last
semesterundergraduate program in CSDat WSU, in the spring of 2011,
and are now first aemestergraduate students and all graduate students
who werein the MA or AuD program in the spring of 2011.

» This provided baselineinformation on all newly admitted MA and AuD
sﬁudents who completed the undergraduate major at Universities other
than WSU.

+ Studentswere given feedbackregarding performance on the baseline
measuresand someinstruction on how to usethe rubric asaguide to
better writing performance.

Process

 Studentsgivenamonth to complete the assignment
« Scoredonly for writing and not critical thinking

» Becausehere wasgood agreementbetweenfaculty
and outside reviewer, it wasconcluded that we could
rely solelyon outside reader.

» Securedassessmentunds to payoutside reader
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Results

Analysis
Overall scoresimproved by .42on the 4 pt scale(1.88
to 2.30)

All subgroupsof students assessedmproved except
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What'snext?

All new applicantsto UG major will bewriting an
essayto be usedfor evaluation using rubric

Studentsto be assessednnually for purposesof
tracking progress

Formulating questionsthat can be usedfor UG aswell
asG s challenging—we are reconsidering options
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