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What is 
aphasia?

• Aphasia = Acquired impairment of language

• Speaking, understanding, writing, and reading 
may be impaired.

• Acquired means that the impairment is not from 
birth.

• The etiology (medical cause) may be stroke 
(most common), traumatic brain injury, brain 
infection (such as herpes encephalitis—this is 
rare), or progressive neurological disease.

• Famous people with aphasia: Bruce Willis, 
Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords, 
Sharon Stone, Kirk Douglas 
(see the book My Stroke of Luck) 
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Questions?


